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National Fatherhood Initiative, Curt
Smith of the Hudson Institute, Jay
Speigel of the Reserve Officers Associa-
tion, and many others.

The plans of the Healthy Culture Ini-
tiative are ambitious and wide-ranging.
It is my hope that by celebrating the
many exciting success stories taking
place in our communities across Amer-
ica, we can encourage their replica-
tion—and build a healthier culture, and
a stronger America.∑

f

225TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S.
ARMY

∑ Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to commemorate the 225th
Anniversary of the United States Army
and ask unanimous consent that an ar-
ticle written by the Chief of Staff of
the Army, General Eric K. Shinseki,
which pays due tribute to the U.S.
Army and its contributions to our free-
doms be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the article
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
[Copyright 2000 The Baltimore Sun Com-

pany, The Baltimore Sun, Thurs., June 15,
2000]

THE ARMY AT 225: A NEW PATRIOTISM

(By Eric K. Shinseki)
WASHINGTON—In two weeks, Mel Gib-

son’s latest movie, ‘‘The Patriot,’’ opens na-
tionwide. Set during the American Revolu-
tion, it is the story of a colonist who be-
comes a militia leader when the sweep of war
and the advance of the British endanger his
farm and family.

Whether by design or mere coincidence,
the release of ‘‘The Patriot’’ comes at a par-
ticularly fitting time in our nation’s history
because this month marks the 225th anniver-
sary of the birth of our Army.

The birth of our Nation and the birth of
our Army are inseparably linked.

A year before we formally declared our
independence, we had already begun fighting
for it at Lexington and Concord and the Bat-
tle of Bunker Hill, the bloodiest single en-
gagement of the Revolution. On that small
piece of ground, over the course of one day,
the British lost a staggering 1,054 regulars.
The colonists lost about 440.

After Bunker Hill, the British would never
again underestimate the tenacity and fight-
ing spirit of the American soldier. These
early engagements surprised the British,
who saw themselves as professionally trained
soldiers and the militiamen as little more
than a disorganized rabble.

But let us not forget that we surprised our-
selves as well. Despite our dogged determina-
tion to confront the foe, we were unproven
and uncertain of our abilities. Who could
have imagined that our ill-equipped and un-
trained colonial militia would fare as well as
it did? Our success in those early battles was
significant.

The victories strengthened national pride,
engendered new confidence and bolstered the
will to fight. When word spread down the
coast that New England farmers had success-
fully stood up to the well-equipped and well-
trained British regulars, colonists every-
where were filled with newfound courage and
patriotic fervor. Frustration turned to moti-
vation, and from that point on, the cry for
independence simply would not be quelled.

On June 14, 1775, Congress took the first
formal step in the march toward independ-
ence by voting to establish what was then
the Continental Army.

In those days, the term patriot more close-
ly equated to insurgent. A patriot was a rev-
olutionary who promoted the independence
of his people from the country or union of
countries that controlled them.

From the British perspective, patriots
were criminals; to them, the term was an ep-
ithet carrying the negative connotation of
disloyalty. Thus, in 1775, when George Wash-
ington dubbed the original rag-tag band of
fighters ‘‘the patriot army,’’ he was making
a profoundly political and deliberately in-
flammatory statement; this newborn army
would win independence for America.

Over time, the word ‘‘patriot’’ evolved to a
more heroic meaning—a person who loves his
country and who defends and promotes its
interests. It is especially applied to soldiers
who fight for love of country. Thanks to the
success of the American Revolution, the con-
notation of that simple term changed from
one of disloyalty to one of allegiance.

Since the end of the Revolution, American
soldiers, imbued with the spirit of the origi-
nal patriots, have pledged their allegiance to
this nation through their sacrifices in uni-
form. In doing so, hundreds of thousands of
them have given their last full measure of
devotion in ultimate demonstration of love
for country.

Today, thousands of soldiers serve around
the globe to maintain our freedom and to
provide the promise of a better life to others
for whom liberty is but a dream. They are
the finest men and women the nation has to
offer—active, guard and reserve soldiers
doing the heavy lifting so we can enjoy the
comforts and freedoms of our way of life.

They are unknown to most of us, but they
sacrifice daily in places like Kosovo, Saudi
Arabia, Bosnia, East Timor, Kuwait, Korea
and Macedonia in order to promote democ-
racy and to preserve peace and stability.

These men and women are our patriots.
They are prepared to defend our country, and
they are also the best ambassadors for de-
mocracy we could have, carrying the same
torch of liberty that was lit 225 years ago. In
the remotest corners of the globe, American
soldiers command respect because they sym-
bolize the traits of our forefathers; a passion
for liberty and a willingness to fight to pro-
tect freedom.

As we reflect on the Army’s 225th birthday,
let us remember that with our Army was
born a nation; with that nation was born de-
mocracy; and with democracy was born the
hope that peace and liberty could someday
be attained by all oppressed peoples of the
world.∑
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the presiding
officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce.

(The nomination received today is
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 8:22 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hayes, one of its reading clerks,

announced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 3544. An act to authorize a gold medal
to be presented on behalf of the Congress to
Pope John Paul II in recognition of his many
and enduring contributions to peace and reli-
gious understanding, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3591. An act to provide for the award
of a gold medal on behalf of the Congress to
former President Ronald Reagan and his wife
Nancy Reagan in recognition of their service
to the Nation.

H.R. 4391. An act to amend title 4 of the
Untied States Code to establish souring re-
quirements for State and local taxation of
mobile telecommunication services.

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. THURMOND).

f

MEASURE REFERRED
The following bill was read the first

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3323. An act to designate the Federal
building located at 158–15 Liberty Avenue in
Jamaica, Queens, New York, as the ‘‘Floyd
H. Flake Federal Building.’’

f

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM–551. A resolution adopted by the As-
sembly of the State of Wisconsin relative to
the Washington Juneteenth 2000 National
Holiday Observance; ordered to lie on the
table.

ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 29
Whereas, more than 130 years old,

Juneteenth, National Freedom Day is the
oldest and only African-American holiday
observance in the United States, which is
also known as ‘‘Emancipation Day,’’ ‘‘Eman-
cipation Celebration,’’ ‘‘Freedom Day,’’
‘‘Jun-Jun’’ and ‘‘Juneteenth’’; and

Whereas, Juneteenth National Freedom
Day commemorates the survival, due to God-
given strength and determination, of Afri-
can-Americans, who were first brought to
this country stacked in the bottom of slave
ships in a month-long journey across the At-
lantic Ocean, known as the ‘‘Middle Pas-
sage’’; and

Whereas, approximately 11,500,000 African-
Americans survived the voyage to the New
World (the number that died is likely great-
er), only to be subjected to whipping, castra-
tion, branding, rape, tearing apart of fami-
lies and forced submission to slavery for
more than 200 years after arrival in the
United States; and

Whereas, Juneteenth commemorates the
day on which freedom was proclaimed to all
slaves in the South by Union General Grang-
er, on June 19, 1865, in Galveston, Texas,
more than 2.5 years after the signing of the
Emancipation Proclamation by President
Abraham Lincoln; and

Whereas, for the first time, in over 130
years of the annual celebration, Juneteenth
has finally been ‘‘officially recognized’’ as
Juneteenth Independence Day in America by
the President and Congress of the United
States; and

Whereas, this reality is particularly under-
scored by the fact that it was in the 1st Ses-
sion of the 105th Congress, via the bipartisan
cooperation of former Congresswoman Bar-
bara Rose-Collins (D-Michigan, former Sen-
ator Carol Mosley-Braun (D-Illinois), Con-
gressman J.C. WATTS (R-Oklahoma), former
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House Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Georgia),
Senate Majority Leader TRENT LOTT (R-Mis-
sissippi) and Senate Minority Leader TOM
DASCHLE (D-South Dakota), that Senate
Joint Resolution 11 and House Joint Resolu-
tion 56 were successfully shepherded through
both houses of Congress, in a successful ef-
fort to officially recognize Juneteenth as the
Independence Day observance of Americans
of African descent in 1997; and

Whereas, Americans of all colors, creeds,
cultures, religions and countries-of-origin
share in a common love of, and respect for,
‘‘freedom,’’ as well as a determination to
protect their right to freedom through demo-
cratic institutions, by which the ‘‘tenets-of-
freedom’’ are guaranteed and protected; and

Whereas, the ‘‘19th of June’’ or Juneteenth
Independence Day, along with the ‘‘4th of
July,’’ completes the ‘‘cycle of freedom’’ for
America’s Independence Day observances;
and

Whereas, ‘‘Until All are Free, None are
Free’’ is an oft-repeated maxim that can be
used to highlight the significance of the end
of the era of slavery in the United States;
and

Whereas, the National Juneteenth Observ-
ance Foundation is sponsoring the premier
celebration, concert, worship services and
campaign to commemorate America’s 2nd
Independence Day observance, the ‘‘19th of
June,’’ as one which completes the cycle of
America’s 18th century Independence Move-
ment, initiated with the ‘‘4th of July,’’ 1776,
‘‘Declaration of Independence’’ and to recog-
nize this country’s movement towards a
‘‘One America,’’ advanced by a sincere dia-
logue of the realization of what Juneteenth
historically means to all Americans, pro-
moting racial healing, restoration and jus-
tice: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the assembly, That the members
of the Wisconsin assembly support this his-
toric recognition and encourage participa-
tion of our members, families and commu-
nities in the ‘‘officially recognized’’ Wash-
ington Juneteenth 2000 National Holiday Ob-
servance, on the National Mall, Lincoln Me-
morial and U.S. capital grounds, scheduled
for Saturday, June 17, 2000, from 8 a.m. until
5 p.m., which will be followed by a Sunday
evening Juneteenth Fathers’ Day Benefit
Concert honoring African-American Fathers,
and a Monday, June 19, 2000, noon rally in
support of National Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day holiday legislation and a series of
evening Juneteenth prayer and praise wor-
ship services in churches and houses of wor-
ship throughout the Washington, D.C., area
and the country; and, be it further

Resolved, That the assembly chief clerk
shall provide a copy of this resolution to the
president and secretary of the U.S. senate, to
the speaker and clerk of the U.S. house of
representatives and to each member of the
congressional delegation from this state at-
testing the adoption of this resolution by the
1999 assembly of the state of Wisconsin.

POM–552. A resolution adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of New Jersey rel-
ative to flood areas and flood victims; to the
Committee on Banking, House, and Urban
Affairs.

ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION NO. 200
Whereas, Tremendous damage was caused

in the State of New Jersey by the high
winds, waves, storm surge, severe flooding
and fires associated with Hurricane Floyd;
and

Whereas, Up to 13 inches of rain fell in por-
tions of the State, causing rivers and other
inland waterways to flood streets, homes and
businesses, and high winds downed many
trees and damaged many structures; and

Whereas, The President of the United
States declared certain counties in this

State, including Bergen, Essex, Hunterdon,
Mercer, Middlesex, Morris, Passaic, Som-
erset, and Union, to be federal disaster areas,
and this federal disaster declaration allows
for the federal funding of disaster relief to
public entities, businesses and individuals, as
well as funding for mitigation against future
similar disasters; and

Whereas, The damages in the State result-
ing from Hurricane Floyd and its associated
flooding are estimated by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to be approxi-
mately $500,000,000 and this estimate is rising
as more assessments are conducted and
verified; and

Whereas, The total number of houses,
apartments and businesses destroyed, dam-
aged or affected by Hurricane Floyd and its
associated flooding exceeds 70,000; and

Whereas, United States Senator Frank
Lautenberg and United States Representa-
tive Marge Roukema have proposed federal
legislation to help small businesses and
farmers recover from the damage inflicted
by Hurricane Floyd and its associated flood-
ing, which legislation would make available,
through the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, one-time grants to small busi-
nesses and farmers in amounts up to $50,000
or at least 50 percent of the cost to replace
non-insured contents and inventory or to
carry out repairs, provided that the grant is
not used to relocate the business outside of
the community and provided that the grant
recipient purchases and maintains flood in-
surance coverage; and

Whereas, Individuals and businesses have
suffered extraordinary hardships, and it is in
the public interest to assist individuals and
businesses recovering from the devastating
effects of Hurricane Floyd in the most expe-
ditious manner possible; and

Whereas, It is in the best interest of the
residents of the State to urge the President,
the Congress of the United States, and the
Federal Emergency Management Agency to
take all available steps to provide financial
assistance in the most expeditious manner
possible to New Jersey’s flood areas and
flood victims; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. This House urges the President and the
Federal Emergency management Agency to
provide financial assistance in the most ex-
peditious manner possible to provide relief
to New Jersey’s flood areas and flood vic-
tims. This House also urges the President
and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to not deduct any State monies pro-
vided for flood relief from the calculation of
federal monies allocated to New Jersey to re-
cover from the devastating effects of Hurri-
cane Floyd and its aftermath.

2. This House urges the Congress of the
United States to act swiftly on legislation
proposed by United States Senator Frank
Lautenberg and United States Representa-
tive Marge Roukema to help small business
and farmers recover from the damage in-
flicted by Hurricane Floyd and its associated
flooding.

3. A duly authorized copy of this resolu-
tion, signed by the Speaker of the General
Assembly and attested by the Clerk thereof,
shall be transmitted to the President of the
United States, the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the major-
ity and minority leaders of the United States
Senate and the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, the Director of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, and each
member of Congress elected from the State
of New Jersey.

POM–553. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the Commonwealth of

Virginia relative to consumer credit report-
ing agencies; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 310
Whereas, the Fair Credit Reporting Act es-

tablished a statutory framework for pro-
tecting the rights of consumers to fair dis-
closure of credit information; and

Whereas, the Fair Credit Reporting Act
permits credit reporting agencies to report
information related to a consumer’s credit
history; and

Whereas, credit reporting agencies provide
an overall rating of the consumer’s credit
risk on the consumer’s credit report; and

Whereas, credit reporting agencies con-
sider the number of inquiries into a con-
sumer’s credit report when determining the
overall rating; and

Whereas, the number of inquiries request-
ing a consumer’s credit report is not sub-
stantially related to a consumer’s credit risk
and is often outside the consumer’s control;
and

Whereas, creditors rely on the information
reported by credit reporting agencies to
evaluate the credit risk of a consumer; and

Whereas, many consumers are denied cred-
it based on a credit reporting agency’s rating
of that consumer: Now, therefore be it

Resolved by the House of Delegates, the Sen-
ate concurring; That the Congress of the
United States be urged to amend the Fair
Credit Reporting Act to prohibit credit re-
porting agencies from using information re-
lated to the number of inquires in a con-
sumer’s credit report to determine the con-
sumer’s overall rating; and, be it

Resolved further, That the General Assem-
bly of Virginia most fervently urge and en-
courage each state legislative body of the
United States of America to enact this reso-
lution, or one similar in context and form, as
a show of solidarity in petitioning the fed-
eral government for greater protection for
consumers in obtaining credit; and, be it

Resolved finally, That the Clerk of the
House of Delegates transmit copies of this
resolution to the President of the United
States, the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives, the President of
the United States Senate, the Secretary of
the United States Department of Labor, each
member of the Virginia Congressional Dele-
gation, and to the Chairman of the Council
of State Governments, requesting that he
distribute copies of this resolution to the
presiding officer of each house of each state
legislative body in the United States of
America in order that they may be apprised
of the sense of the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia in this matter.

POM–554. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii,
relative to community goals and outcomes;
to the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 12
Whereas, the Hawaii State Legislature has

recognized the importance of measuring
progress towards shared outcomes through
the establishment of the Hawaii Perform-
ance Partnerships Board by Act 160, Session
Laws of Hawaii 1999, and the adoption of
House Concurrent Resolution No. 38 by the
Legislature in 1998; and

Whereas, a memorandum of agreement has
been executed between the federal, state,
county, community, and business sectors to
encourage and facilitate cooperation to rede-
sign and test an outcomes-oriented approach
to intergovernmental service delivery; and

Whereas, the federal government, through
the efforts of the National Partnership for
Reinventing Government, has empowered
federal agencies to provide incentives, such
as decreased state matching funds, waived
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regulations, or additional federal funds to
state agencies in partnership with commu-
nity-based organizations that measure
progress towards shared outcomes through
initiatives such as Boost4Kids; and

Whereas, Hawaii’s aloha spirit connects its
people in a unique manner, by guiding our
decisions and actions; and

Whereas, Hawaii’s communities have
joined together to create outcomes and goals
to improve the well-being of Hawaii’s people
in several different efforts, such as Ke Ala
Hoku, Education Goals 2000, Healthy 2010,
Hawaii Family Touchstones; and

Whereas, the acceptance of a common set
of desired outcomes, compatible with statu-
tory mandates, will enable state, county,
and community agencies to focus on achiev-
ing positive results that exemplify Hawaii’s
uniqueness; and

Whereas, achieving results require cre-
ation of accountability systems that cross
agency boundaries to measure the combined
efforts of many partners, both public and pri-
vate; and

Whereas, the Hawaii Performance Partner-
ships Board has considered the achievements
of many of Hawaii’s people in creating out-
comes and goals: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the Twentieth Leg-
islature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session
of 2000, the House of Representatives concur-
ring, That the following key community out-
comes are hereby endorsed by the Legisla-
ture as state policy:

(1) A safe, nurturing social environment;
(2) A healthy, natural environment;
(3) A thriving, diverse, sustainable econ-

omy;
(4) Educated people; and
(5) Civic vitality;
Be it further resolved, That public and pri-

vate agencies committed to improving the
well-being of Hawaii’s peoples be encouraged
to utilize these outcomes as a basis for pol-
icy and program development, planning, and
for budgeting; and be it further

Resolved, that all public and private agen-
cies are encouraged to form partnerships and
measure progress towards the outcomes
most appropriate to their individual mis-
sions; and be it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this con-
current resolution be transmitted to the
Governor, the Vice President of the United
States, the United States Secretary of Agri-
culture, the United States Secretary of Edu-
cation, the United States Secretary of
Health and Human Services, the Hawaii Per-
formance Partnerships Board, the Mayor of
the County of Maui, the Mayor of the City
and County of Honolulu, the Mayor of the
County of Kauai, the Mayor of the County of
Hawaii, Aloha United Way, the Hawaii Com-
munity Foundation, HMSA Foundation/Ha-
waii Medical Service Association, The Cham-
ber of Commerce of Hawaii, all state depart-
ments, Partnering for Outcomes, State Pro-
curement Office, Good Beginnings Alliance,
Interdepartmental Council, Hawaii Primary
Care Association, and Covering Kids.

POM–555. A resolution adopted by the
Council of the City of Mayfield Heights, Ohio
relative to a United Nations Convention, to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

POM–556. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of California rel-
ative to East Timorese refugees; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 54
Whereas, In 1975, after the former Por-

tuguese colony of East Timor gained its
independence, Indonesian forces invaded
East Timor and occupied the country despite
the call of the United Nations Security
Council for Indonesia to withdraw its forces;
and

Whereas, In 1976 the Indonesian govern-
ment admitted that 60,000 East Timorese had
been killed since the invasion and President
Suharto signed legislation declaring East
Timor as Indonesia’s 27th province; and

Whereas, In the 1970’s and 1980’s tens of
thousands of East Timorese died of starva-
tions, military bombardment, and execu-
tions as thousands of other suffered mal-
nutrition, sterilization, relocation in settle-
ment camps, and arrest and torture at the
hands of the Indonesian forces; and

Whereas, Despite continued military at-
tacks on East Timorese civilians during 1999
and fears of widespread violence against vot-
ers, a heavy turnout at the polls on August
30, 1999, provided almost an 80 percent vote
for the independence of East Timor from In-
donesia; and

Whereas, Within hours of the announce-
ment of the election results on September 4,
1999, a systematic campaign of terror was
launched against the East Timorese by the
Indonesian armed forces and their allied mi-
litias during which three-quarters of the pop-
ulation was displaced. In a coordinated man-
ner, the Indonesian military and militias
forced hundreds of thousands of East Timor-
ese at gunpoint to board trucks, boats, and
airplanes for transportation to West Timor
and other parts of Indonesia; and

Whereas, By the end of 1999, United Na-
tions agencies reported that over 125,000 East
Timorese had returned home; however, more
than 100,000 East Timorese remain unable to
return home, many months after the an-
nouncement of the referendum results and
despite repeated pledges by the Indonesian
government to remedy the situation. Thou-
sands of East Timorese taken to other areas
of Indonesia remain unaccounted for now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the
State of California, jointly. That the Legisla-
ture of the State of California respectfully
requests the President and the Congress of
the United States to employ diplomatic and
other resources to persuade the Indonesian
government to expedite the return of all
East Timorese refugees in Indonesia who
wish to return home; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly transmit copies of this resolution to
the President and Vice President of the
United States, and to each Senator and Rep-
resentative from California in the Congress
of the United States.

POM–557. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii rel-
ative to Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 102
Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard is

strategically located in the Pacific Ocean
and the Naval Base is in the best interest of
the National Security; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard is
the largest industrial employer in the State
of Hawaii; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard em-
ployed 6,900 employees in 1989, and has since
experienced a 58% reduction of the work-
force, and currently employs 3,200 employ-
ees; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard was
the Homeport for 41 Navy ships and sub-
marines in 1989, and currently is the Home-
port for 31 navy ships and submarines; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard pro-
vided Navy contract work for 65 to 75 percent
of the private ship repair industry in Hawaii;
and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
spends in excess of $350 million in material
purchases, contracts with local businesses,
and payroll costs; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard pro-
vides for trade and skills training for the
youth of Hawaii through the Apprentice pro-
gram in partnership with the University of
Hawaii; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard re-
solves a quality of life issue for the military
by accomplishing the ship repair overhauls
and repairs in Hawaii and the Homeport of
the Navy ships; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard has
the capacity to accomplish more Navy work
in Pearl Harbor with the skilled workforce
and the availability of the Homeport ships;
and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
needs to be ‘‘right sized’’ for its current and
future workload to allow Pearl Harbor and
the Navy to maintain and overhaul ships in
Hawaii; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
would require the hiring of 700 to 800 perma-
nent civilian employees over the next two
years to obtain the necessary skilled per-
sonnel to execute the Navy work; and

Whereas, Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard has
an application list of 1,000 qualified local ap-
plicants seeking employment at Pearl Har-
bor Naval Shipyard: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the Twentieth Leg-
islature of the State of Hawaii, Regular Session
of 2000, the House of Representatives concur-
ring, That this body hereby urges the United
States Navy to increase the workload and
employment in Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard
to utilize the full capacity of the Hawaiian
ship repair industry; and be it further

Resolved, That the United States Navy is
requested to brief the Legislature and com-
munity business leaders on the future work
load plans for Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard;
and be it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this Con-
current Resolution be transmitted to the
President and Vice President of the United
States, the Hawaii Congressional Delegation,
the Governor, and the United States Navy
through the chain of command to the Chief
of Naval Operations, the Secretary of the
Navy, and the Secretary of Defense.

POM–558. A resolution adopted by the
House of the Legislature of the State of Ha-
waii relative to toxic waste; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 124
Whereas, the United States and the people

of Hawaii have had long historical, cultural,
and economic ties with the people of the
Philippines as part of the Pacific-Asia com-
munity; and

Whereas, Filipinos all over the world, in-
cluding the Filipino-American community in
Hawaii and the United States and their
friends, commemorated the centennial of the
birth of the Republic of the Philippines
(June 12, 1898), a culmination of the Filipino
peoples’ struggle for freedom and independ-
ence against Spanish colonial rule; and

Whereas, in December 1992, United States
military forces withdrew from Clark Air
Base and Subic Naval Base, thus ending al-
most a century of United States military
presence in the Philippines; and

Whereas, reports from the United States
General Accounting Office, United States
Department of Defense, the World Health Or-
ganization, United States experts, environ-
mental baseline surveys conducted by Amer-
ican firms, and recent media reports, includ-
ing those conducted by the Boston Globe and
CNN, identified serious contamination at
forty-six sites at both Clark and Subic bases;
and

Whereas, many of the chemicals identified,
such as polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs)
Aldrin, Dieldrin, Benzene, and Heptachlor,
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are part of the family chemicals known as
persistent organic pollutants (POPs) because
of their persistence in the environment and
association with health problems like can-
cer, reproductive failure, and behavior dis-
orders; and

Whereas, a ‘‘Health for All’’ survey con-
ducted by internationally-recognized health
expert Doctor Rosalie Bertell on behalf of
the Canadian Institute for the Concern for
Public Health and released in November 1998,
found conspicuously high and disparate lev-
els of kidney, urinary, nervous, and female
system health problems among 716 families
surveyed in the Clark Air Base area alone;
and

Whereas, on January 27, 1999, the Phil-
ippines House of Representatives Committee
on Ecology released a report holding the
United States responsible for toxic wastes
left behind in the former United States mili-
tary bases at Clark and Subic, which threat-
en to make these areas economically dev-
astated, largely uninhabitable, and unusable;
and

Whereas, the Filipino-American commu-
nity, including the National Federation of
Filipino American Associations (NFFAA)
and various church groups, such as the
Church Coalition for Human Rights in the
Philippines and the 20th General Synod of
the United Church of Christ (United States),
have expressed grave concern for the United
States government’s lack of response and re-
sponsibility over its legacy of toxic wastes in
the Philippines; and

Whereas, The Filipino Coalition for Soli-
darity, Inc., a civil rights group based in Ha-
waii, is spearheading the information cam-
paign in Hawaii regarding this issue: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives of
the Twentieth Legislature of the State of Ha-
waii, Regular Session of 2000, That the Legis-
lature expresses its strong concern for the
serious environmental problems caused by
toxic wastes left behind by the United States
and the grave threat these wastes pose to
public health in the communities adjoining
its former bases in Clark and Subic; and be
it further

Resolved, That the Legislature calls on the
United Sates government to assist the Phil-
ippines, which has neither the funds nor the
technical capacity to conduct an environ-
mental clean up, as it has already done in
cleaning up toxic contamination in overseas
United States military bases in Germany,
Italy, the United Kingdom, and in other
countries; and be it further

Resolved, That certified copies of this Reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the
United States, the President pro tempore of
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
United States House of Representatives, the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of Defense,
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, the members of Hawaii’s
congressional delegation, the Governor of
Hawaii, the President of the Philippines, the
President of the Philippines Senate, and the
Speaker of the Philippines Senate, and the
Speaker of the Philippines House of Rep-
resentatives.

POM–559. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Virginia relative to the United States Army
Museum; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 207
Whereas, the Department of the Army has

been granted approval by Congress to estab-
lish a national United States Army Museum;
and

Whereas, several sites are being considered
by Congress for the location of this museum,

including Fort Belvoir in Fairfax County;
and

Whereas, Fort Belvoir is located near
Mount Vernon, the residence of George
Washington, the first President of the United
States and Commander-in-Chief; and

Whereas, locating the United States Army
Museum in Virginia would enhance Vir-
ginia’s tourism and economic development
efforts; and

Whereas, locating the United States Army-
Museum at Fort Belvoir is a logical choice
due to its proximity to Washington, D.C., the
Pentagon, and Arlington Cemetery: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Delegates, the Sen-
ate concurring, That the Congress of the
United States be urged to establish the na-
tional United States Army Museum at Fort
Belvoir, Virginia; and, be it

Resolved further, That the Clerk of the
House of Delegate transmit copies of this
resolution to the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent of the United States Senate, and the
members of the Virginia Congressional Dele-
gation in order that they may be apprised of
the sense of the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia in this matter.

POM–560. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of California rel-
ative to commercial marketing; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 50
Whereas, The death penalty was originally

instituted in California in 1851 under the
Criminal Practices Act and reinstated in
1978; and

Whereas, Due to the heinous nature of
crimes that are punishable by the death pen-
alty, only 5 percent of murderers reside on
death row; and

Whereas, The international retail corpora-
tion, the United Colors of Benetton, has
glamorized death row inmates through
photos and interviews, in order to sell
Benetton products; and

Whereas, Such ‘‘shock marketing’’ per-
versely profiles criminals who have com-
mitted grossly inhuman acts of murder; and

Whereas, The 26 criminals profiled by
Benetton have murdered at least 45 innocent
victims; and

Whereas, The advertisement campaign is
causing unnecessary pain and distress to the
family and friends of the murder victims;
and

Whereas, This marketing constitutes a
flippant ‘‘style statement’’ in what has been,
and should remain, a serious issue for re-
sponsible public debate; and

Whereas, A good corporate citizen must
maintain a good standard of ethics and re-
spect the bounds of responsible discourse
concerning matters of policy dealing with
the lives of citizens and the values of law-
abiding citizens; and

Whereas, The glamorization of death row
inmates in Benetton’s marketing campaign
does not appear to be consistent with being
a good corporate citizen: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the
State of California Jointly. That Benetton’s
glorification of criminals for profit is both
inappropriate and insensitive to the families
of the victims; and be it further

Resolved, That the Members of the Assem-
bly and Senate of the State of California en-
courage all citizens in California to express
to the United Colors of Benetton, in what-
ever manner they deem most effective, their
opinion of the inappropriate and insensitive
death row marketing campaign and be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly transmit copies of this resolution to
the President and Vice President of the
United States, the Majority Leader of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, to each Senator and Represent-
ative from California in the Congress of the
United States, to the President of the United
States Chamber of Commerce, the President
of the California Chamber of Commerce, the
Chairman of the New York Stock Exchange,
and the Chairman of the Board of the United
Colors of Benetton.

POM–561. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the State of Colorado
relative to the Federal Communications
Commission; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 00–031
Whereas, According to its comprehensive

plan and its duly adopted zoning regulations,
the Board of County Commissioners of Jef-
ferson County, Colorado denied an applica-
tion by Lake Cedar Group, LLC, to rezone
land on Lookout Mountain from residential
and agricultural zoning to planned develop-
ment zoning in order to allow construction
of an 854-foot telecommunications
supertower and a 26,000 square foot support
building; and

Whereas, Such decision was a quasi-adju-
dicative decision based on factual evidence
presented to the Jefferson County Board of
County Commissioners and application of
applicable legal standards and as such can be
appealed judicially to Jefferson County Dis-
trict Court, which court is fully empowered
to grant full and appropriate relief to the ap-
pellant if appropriate under the facts of the
case; and

Whereas, Lake Cedar Group filed an appeal
of Jefferson County’s decision in Jefferson
County District Court, which appeal is now
pending the filing of briefs by the parties;
and

Whereas, Despite the pending judicial ap-
peal, and after Jefferson County spent sev-
eral months preparing the voluminous record
of proceedings for the Jefferson County Dis-
trict Court action, Lake Cedar Group, with-
out notifying the Jefferson County Board of
County Commissioners or any other inter-
ested party, filed a petition with the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) request-
ing the FCC to ‘‘preempt’’ Jefferson County’s
decision and to declare Jefferson County’s
decision ‘‘prohibited and unenforceable’’; and

Whereas, By Public Notice dated April 10,
2000, the FCC seeks public comment on Lake
Cedar Group’s petition; and

Whereas, In the United States, control
over individual land use decisions is firmly
vested in local governments, through statu-
tory delegation from state governments; and

Whereas, The FCC is barred by the 10th
Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion from attempting to preempt decisions
made by local governments on individual
land use applications because the United
States Congress has not directed or author-
ized the FCC to preempt such local decisions;
and

Whereas, The FCC lacks not only the au-
thority, but also the expertise and any
adopted standards to second-guess and inval-
idate local government land use decisions;
and

Whereas, Any attempt by the FCC to pre-
empt local government land use decision-
making in this manner would represent an
illegal, unauthorized, and unjustified attack
on state- and local-government land use au-
thority; Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-second
General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the
House of Representatives concurring herein:
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That the General Assembly of the State of
Colorado hereby encourages the FCC not to
preempt local government land use decision-
making and state judicial processes, thus
overriding local and state government au-
thority; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this Joint Resolu-
tion be sent to the President of the United
States Senate; the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives; each mem-
ber of Colorado’s Congressional delegation;
each member of the House of Representa-
tives Subcommittee on Telecommunications,
Trade and Consumer Protection of the Com-
mittee on Commerce; the Governor of Colo-
rado; and the Commissioners of the Federal
Communications Commission.

POM–562. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
relative to Internet taxation; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 9
Whereas, the Internet is a collection of

computer networks that enables people to
communicate electronically with people in
other states and nations around the world
and millions of organizations and consumers
are taking advantage of this technological
innovation to transact electronic interstate
commerce; and

Whereas, business-to-consumer sales trans-
acted through the Internet have increased
the interstate commerce of items which have
traditionally been sold in intrastate com-
merce, increasing competition between tra-
ditional ‘‘main street’’ family businesses and
interstate mail order and electronic com-
merce businesses; and

Whereas, under current federal court deci-
sions, some Internet vendors and other re-
mote sellers cannot be legally compelled to
collect sales and use taxes from consumers
in other states; and

Whereas, the difficulties in requiring sales
and use tax collections from remote sellers
place local ‘‘main street’’ merchants at an
unfair competitive disadvantage and the
Internet and Internet vendors should not re-
ceive preferential tax treatment at the ex-
pense of such merchants; and

Whereas, state sales and use tax collec-
tions comprise a substantial percentage of
state revenues; and

Whereas, states have the primary responsi-
bility for the delivery of education, public
safety, transportation, and health and
human services; and

Whereas, the projected growth of elec-
tronic commerce transactions will have a
substantial negative impact on state sales
and use tax collections; and

Whereas, the federal Internet Tax Freedom
Act has temporarily limited the states’ abil-
ity to design new taxing schemes to keep up
with today’s rapidly transforming tech-
nology-drive economy; and

Whereas, prior to the end of the morato-
rium period imposed by the Internet Tax
Freedom Act, the United States Congress
will be charged with the responsibility to de-
cide the future course of taxation of the
Internet, possibly to the detriment of state
and local governments and traditional ‘‘main
street’’ merchants: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Louisiana Legislature
does hereby memorialize the United States
Congress to consider the needs of state and
local governments and local ‘‘main street’’
retailers when determining a course of ac-
tion regarding Internet taxation; be it fur-
ther

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
transmitted to the presiding officers of the
Senate and the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States of America

and to each member of the Louisiana con-
gressional delegation.

POM–563. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Louisiana
relative to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act; to
the Committee on Appropriations.

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 23
Whereas, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of

1972 as amended (16 U.S.C. 701 et seq.) was en-
acted to protect and manage migratory birds
in the United States and includes the regula-
tion of taking, possessing, transporting,
shipping, exporting, and importing of migra-
tory birds; and

Whereas, the enforcement of those laws
and regulations is essential to the goal of the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, enforcement
which, in the state of Louisiana, is the re-
sponsibility of the enforcement division of
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries;
and

Whereas, the hunting of migratory birds is
a widespread recreational and tourist activ-
ity in the state of Louisiana with an eco-
nomic impact in the state in excess of $131
million, including an annual harvest of over
3.5 million birds by more than 128,000 hunters
participating in over 1.7 million hunting
trips; and

Whereas, with that level of activity in the
state of Louisiana, the enforcement division
of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
is confronted with the monumental task of
enforcement of the provisions of the Migra-
tory Bird Treaty Act, violations of which are
estimated to have an annual negative impact
on the state’s economy of nearly $8.2 million;
and

Whereas, the enforcement division of the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has
performed this responsibility through the
years and, in fact, has issued more than
eighty-nine percent of the citations issued
for violations of the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, all without the benefit of federal mone-
tary support for its efforts: Therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Louisiana Legislature
does hereby memorialize the U.S. Congress
to authorize and appropriate sufficient funds
to the enforcement division of the Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fisheries to enable the
enforcement of the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act, and to enable efforts for conservation
and protection of the migratory birds re-
quired by that Act; be it further

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be
forwarded to the presiding officers of the
House of Representatives and the Senate of
the U.S. Congress and to each member of the
Louisiana congressional delegation.

POM–564. A joint resolution adopted by the
General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Virginia relative to highway rest stops; to
the Committee on Appropriations.

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 103
Whereas, it is a well-established fact that

driver fatigue is a major factor contributing
to highway accidents; and

Whereas, federal law prescribes limits on
the number of continuous hours truckers
may drive and the length of time they must
rest before driving again; and

Whereas, one of the most convenient places
where long-haul truckers could break their
trip and get the rest they need to operate
safely is rest stops along interstate high-
ways; and

Whereas, this option is not realistically
open to truckers, because the Common-
wealth limits vehicle stays at these rest
stops to no more than two hours; and

Whereas, the cost of motel rooms and the
inability of many motel parking lots to ac-
commodate large tractor-trailer combina-
tions make use of motels an impractical op-

tion for truckers seeking to get their re-
quired rest as prescribed by federal law; and

Whereas, construction of additional inter-
state highway rest stops and expansion of ex-
isting facilities would enable truckers to
comply with federal hours-of-service require-
ments safely and inexpensively, resulting in
fewer highway accidents and improved safety
for the motoring public: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Delegates, the Sen-
ate concurring, That the Congress of the
United States be urged to provide federal
funding for expansion of certain highway
rest stops and for construction of additional
interstate highway rest stops and, be it

Resolved further, That the Clerk of the
House of Delegates transmit copies of this
resolution to the Speaker of the United
States House of Representatives, the Presi-
dent of the United States Senate, and the
members of the Virginia Congressional Dele-
gation in order that they may be apprised of
the sense of the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia in this matter.

POM–565. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of California rel-
ative to hemophilia relief; to the Committee
on Appropriations.

ASSEMBLY JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 55
Whereas, The Ricky Ray Hemophilia Relief

Fund Act of 1998 (P.L. 105–369) was enacted
by Congress to provide for compassionate
payments to individuals with blood-clotting
disorders, such as hemophilia, who con-
tracted the human immunodeficiency virus
due to contaminated blood products; and

Whereas, In its review of the events sur-
rounding the HIV infection of thousands of
people with blood-clotting disorders, such as
hemophilia, a 1995 study, entitled ‘‘HIV and
the Blood Supply,’’ of the Institute of Medi-
cine found a failure of leadership and an in-
adequate institutional decisionmaking proc-
ess in the system responsible for ensuring
blood safety, concluding that a failure of
leadership led to less than effective donor
screening, weak regulatory actions, and in-
sufficient communication to patients about
the risk of AIDS; and

Whereas, It is important for both the fed-
eral and state government to halt imme-
diately the funding of a product or program
if they become aware of a risk of infection
when using the product and have not in-
formed the public; and

Whereas, This legislation, named after a
teenage hemophiliac who died from AIDS,
was enacted to provide financial relief to the
families of hemophiliacs who were dev-
astated by the federal government’s policy
failure in its handling of the AIDS epidemic;
and

Whereas, Although the relief bill has been
enacted into law, Congress has been reluc-
tant to fund it: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly and Senate of the
State of California, jointly, That the Legisla-
ture of the State of California respectfully
memorializes the President and the Congress
of the United States to fully fund the Ricky
Ray Hemophilia Relief Fund, enacted into
law under the Ricky Ray Hemophilia Relief
Fund Act of 1998, so that there is no delay
between the authorization and the timely
appropriation of this relief; and be it further

Resolved, That the President and the Con-
gress of the United States are respectfully
urged to withhold the appropriation of funds
to programs that have not clearly disclosed
to the consumer the risks of infection for a
product the program manufactures or dis-
tributes; and be it further

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the As-
sembly transmit copies of this resolution to
the President and Vice President of the
United States, to the Speaker of the House
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of Representatives, and to each Senator and
Representative from California in the Con-
gress of the United States.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MCCAIN, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

S. 2487: A bill to authorize appropriations
for Fiscal year 2001 for certain maritime pro-
grams of the Department of Transportation
(Rept. No. 106–345).

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire :
S. 2878. A bill to commemorate the centen-

nial of the establishment of the first na-
tional wildlife refuge in the United States on
March 14, 1903, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
BREAUX, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. BUNNING,
and Mr. CRAIG):

S. 2879. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to establish programs and ac-
tivities to address diabetes in children and
youth, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself and Mr.
DORGAN):

S. 2880. A bill to provide construction as-
sistance for a project for a water trans-
mission line from the Missouri River to the
city of Williston, North Dakota; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. SMITH of Oregon:
S. 2881. A bill to update an existing Bureau

of Reclamation program by amending the
Small Reclamation Projects Act of 1956, to
establish a partnership program in the Bu-
reau of Reclamation for small reclamation
projects, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. SMITH of Oregon (for himself
and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2882. A bill to authorize Bureau of Rec-
lamation to conduct certain feasibility stud-
ies to augment water supplies for the Klam-
ath Project, Oregon and California, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. SMITH
of New Hampshire, Mr. HUTCHINSON,
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. COVER-
DELL, Mr. ENZI, Mr. GRAMM, and Mr.
INHOFE):

S.J. Res. 50. A joint resolution to dis-
approve a final rule promulgated by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency concerning
water pollution; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. LOTT (for himself and Mr.
DASCHLE):

S. Res. 337. A resolution relative to the
death of the Honorable John O. Pastore, for-

merly a Senator from the State of Rhode Is-
land; considered and agreed to.

f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire
(for himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr, WARNER, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. L. CHAFEE, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. REID, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, and Mrs. BOXER):

S. 2878: A bill to commemorate the
centennial of the establishment of the
first national wildlife refuge in the
United States on March 14, 1903, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Environmental and Public Works.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM
CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I am proud to come before
the Senate today to introduce the ‘‘Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System Centen-
nial Commemoration Act of 2000’’. This
landmark bill commemorates the cen-
tennial of the first national wildlife
refuge in the United States, established
on March 14, 1903, by a great man and
conservationist, President Theodore
Roosevelt. By setting aside land at In-
dian River Lagoon on Pelican Island,
Florida as a haven for birds, President
Roosevelt began a conservation legacy
known as the National Wildlife Refuge
System.

Today, the National Wildlife Refuge
System has evolved into the most com-
prehensive system of lands devoted to
wildlife protection and management in
the world—spanning nearly 93 million
acres across the United States and its
territories. By placing special empha-
sis on conservation, our nation’s net-
work of refuges ensures the continued
protection of our wildlife resources, in-
cluding threatened and endangered spe-
cies, and land areas with significant
wildlife-oriented recreational, histor-
ical and cultural value.

Currently, there are more than 500
refuges in the United States and its
territories, providing important habi-
tat for 700 bird species, 220 mammal
species, 250 species of amphibians and
reptiles, and over 200 fish species. The
Refuge System also hosts some of our
country’s premiere fisheries, and serves
a vital role in the protection of threat-
ened and endangered species by pre-
serving their critical habitats.

Approximately 98 percent of the Ref-
uge System land is open to the public.
Each year, the System attracts more
than 34 million visitors to participate
in a variety of recreational activities
that include observing and
photographing wildlife, fishing, hunt-
ing and taking part in system-spon-
sored educational programs. By pro-
viding the public with an opportunity
to participate in these activities, ref-
uges promote a sense of appreciation
for the natural wonders of this nation
and emphasize our important role as
stewards of these lands.

The bill that I introduce today marks
a milestone in the history of conserva-

tion and celebrates 100-years of the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge System on
March 14, 2003. The bill commemorates
the Refuge System by creating a Com-
mission that will oversee the Centen-
nial anniversary and promote public
awareness and understanding of the
importance of refuges to our nation.
Additionally, the bill directs the Fish
and Wildlife Service to prepare a long-
term plan for the Refuge System that
will enable the Service to look ahead
and determine the future needs and pri-
orities of the system network.

This bill celebrates the legacy of our
national refuge lands, and recognizes
the tireless efforts of numerous dedi-
cated individuals from both the private
and public sectors who have worked to
preserve this invaluable national herit-
age. I encourage my colleagues to show
your support for the National Wildlife
Refuge System by co-sponsoring this
legislation. I ask unanimous consent to
print the text of the bill in the appro-
priate place in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2878

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Wildlife Refuge System Centennial Com-
memoration Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) President Theodore Roosevelt began an

American wildlife conservation legacy by es-
tablishing the first national wildlife refuge
at Indian River Lagoon on Pelican Island,
Florida, on March 14, 1903;

(2) the National Wildlife Refuge System is
comprised of more than 93,000,000 acres of
Federal land managed by the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service in more than 520
individual refuges and thousands of Water-
fowl Production Areas located in all 50
States and the territories of the United
States;

(3) the System is the only network of Fed-
eral land that—

(A) is dedicated singularly to wildlife con-
servation; and

(B) has wildlife-dependent recreation and
environmental education as priority public
uses;

(4) the System serves a vital role in the
conservation of millions of migratory birds,
hundreds of endangered and threatened spe-
cies, some of the premier fisheries of the
United States, marine mammals, and the
habitats on which those species depend;

(5)(A) each year the System provides mil-
lions of Americans with opportunities to par-
ticipate in wildlife-dependent recreation, in-
cluding hunting, fishing, and wildlife obser-
vation; and

(B) through those activities, Americans de-
velop an appreciation for the natural won-
ders and wildlife heritage of the United
States;

(6) the occasion of the centennial of the be-
ginning of the System, in 2003, presents a
historic opportunity to enhance natural re-
source stewardship and expand compatible
public enjoyment of the national wildlife ref-
uges of the United States; and

(7) the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service—
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